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COUNTY ASSEMBLY DEBATES THIRD ASSEMBLY SECOND SESSION SEPTEMBER 21 AFTERNOON, 2023

DAILY HANSARD

The Assembly met at the Main Assembly Chamber,
Dr. Joyce Laboso Centre at 2:30 p.m
Third County Assembly- Second Session
Thursday Afternoon 21% September, 2023
(The Assembly met at 2:30 p.m. in the
County Assembly Mini Chamber at County Assembly Buildings)
[Hon. Deputy Speaker (Hon. L. Rotich) in the Chair]

PRAYER
PETITIONS

Hon. Deputy Speaker (Hon. L. Rotich): Honourable Nathan kindly proceed.

Hon. N. Kibet (Kapletundo Ward, U.D.A): Thank you Hon. Speaker | would like to take you
through the report of the committee on county petition on petition number 1 of 2022 on the
enactment of legislation on the protection and sustainable management of water sources and
riparian zones in the county of Bomet.

The Committee on County Petitions is one of the select committees established under the Standing
Order 200(1) of the County Assembly Standing orders.

The Committee on County Petitions comprises of the following Honourable Members: -

1. Hon. Josphat Kipkirui -Chairperson

2. Hon. Emily Cheruiyot -Vice Chairperson
3. Hon. Peter Rono - Member

4. Hon. Japhet Cheruiyot -Member

5. Hon. Joseah Samoei -Member

6. Hon. Chemutai Naomi -Member

7. Hon. Nathan Kibet -Member

The Select Committee on County Petitions derives its mandate from provisions of Standing order
200(3) of the County assembly standing orders which provides that the committee shall consider and
report on all public petitions presented to the Assembly.

Pursuant to Standing order 200(3) of the County assembly standing orders, the County Petitions
Committee shall consider and report on all public petitions presented to the Assembly.
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The Committee on County Petitions formally received a petition from five petitioners namely:
Chepngeno Siele ID No. 28606572, Richard Towett ID No. 3829237, Edna Chelangat Mibei ID No.
2417830, Zephania Kirui ID No. 25419153 and Simion K. Mitei ID No. 12928781, residents of
Bomet County and civic educators on the Constitution of Kenya working under the supervision of
the URAIA Trust, a Non-Governmental Organization that empowers Kenyans on the good
governance, human rights and cross-cutting issues including matters environment.

In dealing with the matter, the committee held a number of sittings during which the committee was
able to engage the Petitioners, the Bomet County Director National Environment Management
Authority (NEMA) and the County Executive Committee Member for Water, Sanitation,
Environment, Natural Resources and Climate Change.

Upon deliberations in the said sittings and based on the submissions from the petitioners, Director
NEMA and the County Executive Committee Member, the committee came up with a report in
response to the petition as provided for under the Standing Order 213 (2) of the County Assembly
Standing Orders.

It is therefore my pleasant duty and privilege, on behalf of the Committee on County Petitions to table
this report on the Petition.

Petition No.1 of 2022 was tabled and committed to the committee on county petitions on 18" October
2022. The committee however noted that the petition lacked a number of components of a formal
petition and its prayers were not clear. The committee therefore advised the petitioners to review their
petition and submit it to the committee which they subsequently did.

In the petition, the Petitioners sought to draw the attention of the County Assembly to the following:

1. THAT, water catchment areas and other wetlands are receding at an alarming rate due to
human encroachment.

2. THAT, these wetlands are at looming risk as a result of man’s uncontrolled encroachment and
exploitation resulting in problems like loss of biodiversity, degradation of life support systems
and climate change.

3. THAT, the encroachment by settlement, wetland reclamation and conversion of change of
use, pollution, poor methods of farming and the encouragement of exotic species particularly
eucalyptus have degraded the drainage of streams, rivers and all other water bodies within our
county.

4. THAT, the County Government of Bomet has watched the degradation and drainage of these
wetlands without doing anything meaningful to protect the destruction of the water

environment and its sources.
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5. THAT, the laws governing the protection and conservation of the water sources are scattered
in Acts of Parliament including Water Act, 2016, Forest Act, EMCA, Agriculture Act among
other enabling provisions of law hence making it difficult to enforce the provisions since there
is no single accountable institution.

6. THAT, the County Government of Bomet has not put in place any legislative framework to
define their water sources, water resources and riparian zones.

7. THAT, if the current activities along the rivers and water catchment areas are not contained,
most parts of our county will be semi-arid in the next five years and eventually turn a desert.

8. THAT, the riparian zone has remained unprotected from poor agricultural practices,
residential and commercial construction, landscaping and logging.

9. THAT, the County Government of Bomet has no approval and enforcement agencies for the
protection of the riparian zones hence presenting a challenge on the preservation, protection
and management of these areas endowed with a number of natural resources.

10. THAT, an all-inclusive county legislation on water sources and riparian zones needs to be
enacted with a view to having enforceable regulations.

11. THAT, they have made efforts to have these matters addressed by the relevant authorities all
of which have failed to give satisfactory response.

12. THAT, the issues raised in the petition are not pending before any court of law, constitutional
or legal bodly.

The right of citizens to petition public authorities is enshrined in the Constitution. Article 37 of the
Constitution provides that; ‘Every person has a right, peaceably and unarmed, to assemble, to
demonstrate, to picket and to present petitions to public authorities’’

Section 15(1) of the County Governments Act, 2012 makes a provision for citizens’ right to petition
the County assembly. The said section provides that; “A person has a right to petition a county
assembly to consider any matter within its authority, including enacting, amending or repealing any
of its legislation.”

The Standing Order 213(1) of the County Assembly Standing Orders provides that every Petition
presented or reported pursuant to this Part, shall stand committed to the County Petitions Committee.
Standing Order 213(2) further provides that whenever a Petition is committed, the Committee shall,
in not more than sixty calendar days from the time of reading the prayer, respond to the petitioner by
way of a report addressed to the petitioner or petitioners and laid on the Table of the County Assembly
and no debate on or in relation to the report shall be allowed, but the Speaker may, in exceptional
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circumstances, allow comments or observations in relation to the Petitions for not more than twenty
Minutes.

The specific prayer of the Petitioners to the County Assembly was to implore/request the County
Assembly to enact a county legislation on the protection and sustainable management of water
resources, water sources and riparian zones in the County of Bomet including establishment of a
centralized body with statutory powers to enforce compliance with the said law.

Approach taken by the committee

1. In considering the petition, the committee observed that it would be important to verify the
facts alleged in the petition. The committee therefore resolved to conduct an inquiry on the
issues raised in the petition.

2. Inthis regard the committee received the petition on 18" October, 2022 after being tabled and
committed to it.

3. Thereafter the committee pursuant to Standing Order 196, invited the Director NEMA on 7%
March, 2023 to shed more light on the issues raised and assist the committee prepare a
comprehensive report.

4. The Committee invited the petitioners on 20" March, 2023 to clarify the issues raised in the
petition.

5. The Committee then later invited the County Executive Committee Member for Water,
Sanitation, Environment, Natural Resources and Climate Change on 9" May, 2023 to respond
to the issues raised in the petition.

Standing Order 196 provides that a committee may, with the approval of the Speaker, engage such
experts as it may consider necessary in furtherance of its mandate. Pursuant to that Standing order,
the committee engaged the technical expertise of the Bomet County Director NEMA. The Director
appeared before the Committee on 7" March, 2023 and presented as follows;

Water catchment areas

THAT, the main water catchment areas in Bomet County include: Mau forest complex which is the
largest indigenous montane forest in East Africa and covers an area of 273,300 hectares (675,000
acres) and is shared by four counties namely: Narok, Bomet, Kericho and Nakuru.

THAT, Mau Forest is also the largest drainage basin in Kenya and the other key water catchment
areas include the various forests in the county, both private and government, tea farms (60,702.8 ha)
and several geographical features such as the numerous hill-slopes and hilltops and plateau

landscapes.
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THAT, the County is well endowed with water resources and the permanent rivers originating from
the Mau Forest and flowing through the County are Oinab Ng’etunyet, Nyongores, Kipsonoi, Itare,
Kiptiget, Chemosit, Amalo and Maramara.
THAT, Sisei River originates from several swamps in Bomet Central Sub-county and is fast
diminishing due to intensified cultivation along its banks and catchment areas.
THAT, a majority of the population draw water from rivers, water pans and springs. Rain water
harvesting is practiced by the households that have corrugated iron roofs.
THAT, the County Government has protected a total of 27 springs since 2013.
THAT, dams are found in the drier zones of Chepalungu, parts of Sotik Sub-County and Longisa in
Bomet East Sub-County.
THAT, in terms of Water resources use /accessibility, the number of households with access to piped
water is 2,200 (3.1%), portable water is 1,500 (2.1%) and water from the rivers is 56.4% of the
population. He also stated that the number of wells are 1,040, protected springs are 30, boreholes are
10, dams are 59, ponds are 200 and the number of households with roofed catchments is 750 (1.1%).
He further stated that the average distance to the nearest portable water point in Bomet County is
4Km.
THAT the environmental threats to water resources in the County include:
e Pollution threats- from pesticides and agrochemicals and poor waste management especially
in urban areas.
e Loss of biodiversity as a result of pressure from increasing population.
¢ Global warming and climate change- erratic weather conditions and climate change threaten
water bodies leading to reduced flow/drying of rivers/wetlands.
e Loss of soil through soil erosion on agricultural farms, degraded areas, hilltops/slopes.
e Siltation and sedimentation of water bodies, rivers, dams, wetlands compromising water
quality and guantity.
o Deforestation e,g Chepalungu forest though now rehabilitated and overgrazing of pasture
lands.
¢ Land degradation-The major degraded areas include: Hill tops and hill slopes; quarrying and
sand harvesting e.g. Kipsegon quarry; Sand and stone mining areas e.g. Sachora near Kyogong.
¢ Wetlands and river banks /riparian encroachment (planting of eucalyptus trees) leading to loss
of wetlands and drying of riverbeds.

¢ Landslides in some parts of Konoin sub-county due to land use changes.
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e Invasive noxious aquatic species such as e.g. salvinia molesta.

e In-door air pollution- poor ventilation of indoor kitchen.
THAT, Article 42 of the Constitution of Kenya provides that every person has the right to a clean and
healthy environment- which includes the right to have the environment protected for the benefit of
present and future generations.
THAT, section 3(1) of the Environmental Management and Co-ordination Act (EMCA) provides that
every person in Kenya is entitled to a clean and healthy environment and has the duty to safeguard
and enhance the environment.
THAT, Article 69(1) of the Constitution provides that the State shall ensure sustainable exploitation,
utilization, management and conservation of the environment and natural resources, and ensure the
equitable sharing of the accruing benefits; (b) Work to achieve and maintain a tree cover of at least
ten per cent of the land area of Kenya; (d) Encourage public participation in the management,
protection and conservation of the environment; (g) Eliminate processes and activities that are likely
to endanger the environment.
THAT, Article 69(2) of the Constitution further provides that every person has a duty to cooperate
with State organs and other persons to protect and conserve the environment and ensure ecologically
sustainable development and use of natural resources.
THAT, Article 70(1) of the Constitution and Section 3(3) of the EMCA provides that if a person
alleges that a right to a clean and healthy environment recognized and protected under Article 42 has
been, is being or is likely to be, denied, violated, infringed or threatened, the person may apply to a
court for redress in addition to any other legal remedies that are available in respect to the same
matter.
THAT, for the protection of wetlands, rivers and lakes from pollution and degradation, section 42 (1)
of the EMCA prohibits the following activities in a river, wetland or lake in Kenya unless
Environmental Impact Assessment is done and Approved by Director General NEMA):
Erecting , reconstructing , placing, altering, extending, removing or demolishing any structure or part
of any structure excavating, drilling, tunneling, introducing any animal, whether alien or indigenous,
dead or alive, in any river, lake or wetland; introducing or planting any part of a plant specimen,
whether alien or indigenous, dead or alive , depositing any substance in a lake, river or wetland or in,
on or under its bed, if that substance would or is likely to have adverse environmental effects ,
directing or blocking any river, lake or wetland from its natural and normal course; draining any lake,

river or wetland.
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THAT, section 42(2) of the EMCA provides that the Cabinet Secretary by Gazette notice can declare
any wetland, riverbank lakeshore or coastal zone as protected area and impose such orders or
restriction deemed necessary.

He gave the legal definition of riparian as relating to or living or located on the bank of a watercourse
(as a river or stream) or sometimes a lake; broadly: of or relating to or living or located on the bank
of a body of water.

He also defined “wetlands” to mean areas permanently or seasonally flooded by water where plants
and animals have become adapted; and include swamps, areas of marsh, peat land, mountain bogs,
bank of rivers, vegetation, areas of impeded drainage or brackish, salt or alkaline; including areas of
marine water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed 6 maters. It also incorporates riparian
and coastal zones adjacent to the wetlands.

He submitted that, the County Assembly of Bomet can legislate on the wetlands, riverbanks and

lakeshores or other water catchment habitats that can be gazetted as protected areas.

THAT, section 42(4) of the EMCA provides for the issuance of guidelines on protection of rivers and
lakes by NEMA in consultation with the lead agencies. He further stated that NEMA has developed
sand harvesting guidelines and is developing sand harvesting regulations in consultation with the lead
agencies to provide specific guidelines for specific rivers and lakes protection. He stated that the
County Assembly of Bomet can legislate on development of appropriate guidelines for the protection
of wetlands, riverbanks, forests and other catchment areas or mechanisms of implementing some of
the NEMA guidelines provided. He reiterated that the County Environment Committee is to
implement the prescribed guidelines.
THAT section 42(5) of the EMCA provides that it constitutes an offence to contravene or not to
comply with issued orders, standards, guidelines and regulations made for the protection of rivers,
wetlands, lakes and coastal zone.
THAT there is need to develop necessary plans, standards and guidelines and to enforce the specific
orders issued and that the County Assembly of Bomet can legislate on some of the specific measures
to protect water catchment areas.
The Petitioners appeared before the Committee on Tuesday 20" March, 2023 and stated under oath
as follows;

i.  THAT, they are URAIA Trust civic educators and are in collaboration with the Catholic

Justice and Peace of Kericho Dioceses.

ii. THAT, their role is to offer civic education on environmental awareness.
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iii. THAT, they petitioned the County Assembly of Bomet owing to the failure by the County
Government of Bomet to stop the encroachment of wetlands and continued encouragement
of eucalyptus trees along the streams and other water bodies.

iv. THAT, wetlands in Ndaraweta and Daraja Sita within Ndaraweta and Kapletundo Wards
respectively are in the verge of getting extinct due to the said human activities.

v. THAT, despite this practice, the county government has not put up any legislative
framework nor enforce the available national legislations to curb the practice.

vi. THAT by tolerating this environmental risk, Bomet County is in danger of being arid in the
next five years.

vii. THAT their efforts to have the matter addressed by the relevant authorities have been in
vain hence petitioned the legislative body of the county government.

The petitioners further submitted copies of pictures demonstrating how the wetlands have

been encroached and exotic trees planted along the streams.
Here were the submissions/response from the County Executive Committee Member for Water,
Sanitation, Environment, Natural Resources and Climate Change
The CEC Member appeared before the Committee on 9" May, 2023. He submitted under oath as
follows;

Water Sources and Resources

THAT, the Department has put more effort in water management strategies to govern the control and
movement of water resources to minimize damage to life and property while increasing its beneficial
use.
THAT in their annual work plans, the department has considered protection of springs and wetlands
and in partnership with the Dig Deep Africa, they are currently protecting 78 springs across the
county.
FURTHER, that the extension of piped water to households is part of the scheme to protect the
wetlands.
Riparian Zones
THAT, the riparian areas have remained relatively unprotected from poor agricultural practices,
residential and commercial constructions, landscaping and logging.
THAT, in keeping with the desire to grant them adequate protection, the department acting on the
recommendation of the NEMA, plans to accord the river banks and riparian zones the protection

envisaged in the Environmental Management and Coordination Act.
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THAT, the law governing the protection of the riparian zones is not on a single legislation and this
has posed a challenge to the department.
THAT, the department’s management strategies include;

a. Developing long term measures on riparian restoration and banning of eucalyptus growing
along the zones.

b. Countywide delineation of riparian zones.

c. Creation of countywide awareness to the communities who have grown eucalyptus trees along
the riparian zones.

Legislative Framework
THAT, the department is currently considering a draft legislative framework governing the protection
of water resources, water sources and riparian zones.
THAT, the documents in draft form and currently under  consideration are:

(1) The Draft County Policy on Riparian and Littoral Zone Protection.

(2) The Draft Bomet County Sustainable Forest Management and Tree Growing Bill, 2023 which
is at the County Executive Committee level.

Status of the establishment of County Environment Committee

THAT, the Governor guided by section 18 (3) of EMCA has appointed County Environment
Committee and currently awaiting the Gazettement.

Committee Observations

Based on the submissions from the petitioners, the Director NEMA and the County Executive
Committee Member for Water, Sanitation, Environment, Natural Resources and Climate Change, the
committee made the following observations:

(1) THAT, the Implementation of specific national government policies on natural resources and
environmental conservation, including soil and water conservation and forestry is a devolved
function under Part 2 of the Fourth Schedule to the Constitution.

(2) THAT, the laws governing protection of natural resources and environmental conservation is
domiciled in a number of legislations, orders, standards, guidelines and regulations.

(3) THAT, the county government has a Bomet County Policy on Riparian Zone and Wetland
Protection, Sessional Paper NO.4 of 2015.

(4) THAT, the County government has no legislative framework governing the protection of

water resources, water sources and riparian zones.
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(5) THAT, there are sufficient laws, directives, regulations, guidelines, orders and other statutory
instruments on the environmental conservation and protection of natural resources and that
what is lacking is the implementation and enforcement of the said legal instruments.

(6) THAT, NEMA has a Restoration Order banning the planting of Eucalyptus trees along the
riparian areas or shorelines to a distance of at least thirty meters from the highest ever recorded
flood level. The said directive has been implemented in some parts of Bomet County including
Embomos and Ndaraweta wards.

(7) THAT, the Governor guided by section 18 (3) of EMCA vide a gazette notice, has gazetted
the County Environment Committee.

Chapter 4

Committee Recommendations
The committee having investigated the matter in accordance with its mandate under Standing order
200(3) of the County Assembly Standing orders recommend as follows: -

(1) THAT, in response to the Petitioners’ prayer, the committee recommends that the County
Executive Committee do develop a bill consolidating all the laws on the protection and
sustainable management of water resources, water sources and riparian zones in the County
of Bomet including the establishment of a centralized body with statutory powers to enforce
compliance with the said law and forward the same to the County assembly for consideration.

(2) THAT, the county executive committee through the County Environment Committee in
liaison with the National Environment Management Authority and other national government
agencies should implement the specific national government policies on natural resources and
environmental conservation, including soil and water conservation and forestry as envisaged
under Part 2 of the Fourth Schedule to the Constitution.

(3) THAT, the County Executive Committee should undertake a county-wide awareness
campaign on the environmental protection, management and conservation.
our part also in creating awareness on the same. That is my humble request the honorable
members. Otherwise, thank you very much for the opportunity.

Hon. Deputy Speaker (Hon. L. Rotich): Thank you Hon. Member for elaborating on what the
Petition committee did on petition number 1 of 2022. Pursuant to Standing Order 213 (2), such a
report is not subjected to Motion but I can give a few minutes for Members to make observations
and comment on the same. Hon. Members, the floor is open for comments and observations on the
report on Petition No. 1 of 2022.
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Hon. V. Mutai (Nominated MCA, UDA): Hon. Deputy Speaker, thank you for the opportunity.
Considering the report by the Committee on Petitions, this is a noble idea given that most of our
wetlands and riparian areas have been encroached. I sit in the Committee on Water, Energy and
Natural Resources and this is something that we have discussed over a long period of time. It is
our duty as Hon. Members to exercise the same and prepare statutory documents that will enable
the protection of these riparian areas.

Otherwise, | support the document.

Hon. V. Rop (Nominated MCA, UDA): Hon. Deputy Speaker, thank you. I rise in support of
what the Committee on Petition has done. When the report was tabled, | must acknowledge that
Hon. Josphat Kipkirui, Hon. Emily Cheruiyot, Hon. Peter Ronoh, Hon. Japhet Cheruiyot, Hon.
Joseah Samoei, Hon. Chemutai Naomi and Hon. Nathan Kibet did a good job.

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker. | support the document.

Hon. D. Busienei (Chemagel Ward, UDA): Hon. Deputy Speaker, thank you. | rise to support
the report of the Committee. They have done a good job except that the description of development
is that there is no development without destruction of environment. You cannot build a house
without cutting trees. You cannot build a road without a quarry except on instances where one has
a quarry next to a river. That is destruction of riparian areas as noted by the Committee. In Bomet
County, there are many quarries that are adjacent to rivers.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, if this report can be adopted and implemented fully it will assist because
there are many animals that depend on these rivers. The habitation of amphibians depends on these
waters. When lorries move along the rivers, they spill oil making it unbearable for these animals.
Hon. Deputy Speaker, | support and we should create awareness as noted by the presenter of this
report, Hon. Nathan.

| support. Thank you.

Hon. A. Chepkemoi (Silibwet Township Ward, Independent): Hon. Deputy Speaker, thank
you. I rise to support the Petition by the Committee on Petitions. The Committee came up with a
good suggestion and if incorporated in our legislations, our county will be in a better place. We
can protect our riparian areas by planting trees and avoiding these eucalyptus trees.

We urge the county government to sensitize people on the importance of planting indigenous trees
along the riparian areas. Thank you.

Hon. P. Ronoh (Kipsonoi Ward, UDA): Hon. Speaker, thank you. I am a Member of the
Committee on Petitions and the report that has been read by Hon. Nathan is a reflection of the
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work done by the Committee in addressing a Petition that was brought here by the members of the
public.

In a nutshell, there is serious degradation of natural resources and the water catchment areas are at
risk. I live downstream River Sise. While growing up in the early 80s, it used to be a permanent
river. These days, it dries up as soon as the rains go. The petitioners want the County Assembly to
make legislation that will ensure that the sources of rivers are protected.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, | only have a reservation. Kenya is overregulated. We have a lot of rules,
statutes and laws. The problem is enforcement. This Assembly has a lot to do to that effect.
Sometimes back, you could not find someone washing cars by the riverside. It is a norm these
days. As we consider, the prayer by the petitioners to make a law and pass it in this Assembly, let
us also discuss about the enforcing authority.

The county executive should wake up and empower the enforcement team, including the national
enforcement team and NEMA and ensure the enforcement of the existing laws. It is already a crime
to plant eucalyptus along riverbanks but no one is enforcing that. Hon. Deputy Speaker, the
problem is not with the legislative houses. The problem is with both the national and county
executive arms of government.

Hon. Deputy Speaker, | support the report and | urge this Assembly to come up with one law that
can be easily referred to and that will be customized and domiciled for Bomet. Thank you.

Hon. R. Cheptoo (Rongena/Manaret Ward, UDA): Hon. Deputy Speaker, thank you. I rise to
support the report from the Committee on Petitions and congratulate them on the same. As a
Member and Chairperson, Committee on Climate Change and Environment, | was privileged to
accompany the members who went for the Mara Day celebrations at Mugumu, Serengeti district
in Tanzania and one of the issues being talked about is on riparian lands and eucalyptus trees.
We have raised this in our Committee and | encourage the Hon. Members to sensitize the public
that they are supposed to cut the eucalyptus trees. We are aware that there are funds in the
department where we are supposed to purchase trees and plant on riparian land. We have requested
the department to give us a list of all the riparian lands within the county where they are set to
plant these trees. They should consider giving chances to youth and people with disabilities for the
tenders on planting of those trees.

| support. Thank you.

Hon. R. Ruttoh (Chemaner Ward, UDA): Hon. Deputy Speaker, thank you. Currently the
national government and the county government are advocating for the protection of our

environment. The petitioner did a good job and we have been informed as leaders to be serious in
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ensuring that our environment is well protected and specifically the riparian areas. The rivers we
have today are diminishing not because there is no water but because the catchment areas have
been distracted and are not in a position to sustain enough water. We should be in the forefront in
protecting our natural resources.
Hon. Deputy Speaker, thank you.
Hon. Deputy Speaker (Hon. L. Rotich): Thank you for the deliberations. | also thank the
Committee on Petitions for the work well done in coming up with the report. The Committee on
Petitions has other petitions pending on their desk and we urge them to expedite. There is Petition
No. 1 of 2023 on the waiver of penalties and interests on plots and rent rates, Petition No. 2 of
2023 on historical land injustices by multinationals tea estates and the rest.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS
STATEMENT ON THE PREPAREDNESS OF THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT IN MITIGATING THE EFFECTS
OF THE ANTICIPATED EL-NINO
Hon. R. Ruttoh (Chemaner Ward, UDA): Hon. Deputy Speaker, thank you. | wish to seek a
comprehensive Statement from the Chairperson Committee on Administration, Legal Affairs, and
Citizen Engagement on the preparedness of the County Government in mitigating the effects of
the anticipated EI-Nino-induced climate extremes expected between the months of September and
December 2023. In the Statement, the Committee should;

1. Highlight the cross-sectoral preparedness by the County Government in mitigating the
adverse effects of the anticipated EI-Nino rains to alleviate human suffering and prevent
potential environmental degradation;

2. Outline measures and policies put in place on disaster intervention through capacity
building for early warning and disaster preparedness and how the same is being applied to
mitigate climate-related disasters;

3.  State any substantial public sensitization that has been carried out on the impending impact
of the anticipated EI-Nino weather phenomenon, particularly on vulnerable populations;
and

4.  Ascertain whether the County Government in collaboration with National Government
agencies has instituted cross-sectoral collaborative teams to manage any potential adverse
effects of the anticipated EI-Nino, considering past lessons.

Thank you, Hon. Deputy Speaker.
Hon. Member tabled the Statement
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Hon. Deputy Speaker (Hon. L. Rotich): I commit the Statement that has been tabled to the
Committee on Administration, Legal Affairs and Citizen Engagement to expedite and
report to this Assembly within 21 days.
STATEMENT ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF MONIRE — KIMUGUL DISPENSARY
Hon. R. Cheptoo (Rongena/Manaret Ward, UDA): Hon. Deputy Speaker, Sir, |1 wish to seek a
comprehensive Statement from the Chairperson, Committee on Health and Sanitation concerning
Monire - Kimugul Dispensary. In the reply, the Chairperson should state;
i. The reason why the facility has not been completed since 2018
ii. The cost of construction of the said facility stating the amount paid up to date
iii. The name of the contractor awarded the construction of the said facility
iv. The plan of the department on the said project.
I would also like a comprehensive report on the stalled projects in the Department of Health.
Hon. D. Busienei rose on a point of order
Hon. D. Busienei (Chemagel Ward, UDA): Hon. Deputy Speaker, Hon. Cheptoo is asking a
Question to the Committee on Health yet she is a member of that Committee. Who else is going
to answer that Question because | am not a member of that Committee? Hon. Deputy Speaker,
kindly give us direction.
Hon. R. Ruttoh rose on a point of order
Hon. R. Ruttoh (Chemaner Ward, UDA): Hon. Deputy Speaker, Hon. Cheptoo is presenting
the issues of Rongena/Manaret Ward. She has a right to ask. | protect Hon. Cheptoo because she
is representing the people of Rongena/Manaret.
Hon. R. Cheptoo (Rongena/Manaret Ward, UDA): Hon. Deputy Speaker, allow me to continue
and explain why I rose. | asked the Question because | am a representative of Rongena/Manaret
ward and no one else in here is aware about what is happening in my ward. | could have singled
out my ward, but this issue is in every ward. The other time we went to Sigor and we realized that
there are many projects that have stalled.
The reason why we raise this is because it will be committed to the Committee and later answers
will be sort from the department.
Hon. Deputy Speaker (Hon. L. Rotich): Hon. Cheptoo, is your Question limited to Rongena/
Manaret alone?
Hon. R. Cheptoo (Rongena/Manaret Ward, UDA): Hon. Deputy Speaker, | can repeat to ask
the Question:

I. The reason why the facility has not been completed since 2018
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ii. The cost of construction of the said facility stating the amount paid up to date

ii. The name of the contractor awarded the construction of the said facility

Iv. The plan of the department on the said project.
Those are specific to the project in my Ward but | also said that we need a comprehensive report
from the department concerning all stalled projects within our county. That will allow us to know
why all these projects have stalled for long and no one has taken a step.
| beg to lay.

Hon. Member laid the Question
Hon. Deputy Speaker (Hon. L. Rotich): Hon. Cheptoo has limited herself to Monire — Kimugul
Dispensary but that does not mean that the scope of the Committee will limit itself to the said
project. The Committee can extend to other dispensaries which have not been committed.
Otherwise, the Hon. Member represents the ward where Monire — Kimugul Dispensary is located.
| therefore commit the task to the Committee on Health and Sanitation so that they complete this
work and report to the Assembly within 21 days.
STATEMENT ON THE DISBURSEMENT OF COMPASSIONATE FUNDS UNDER THE COUNTY
COMPASSIONATE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Hon. R. Ruttoh (Chemaner Ward, UDA): Hon. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I wish to seek a
comprehensive Statement from the Chairperson, Committee on Administration, Legal Affairs and
Citizen Engagement concerning the disbursement of compassionate funds under the County
Compassionate Assistance Program. In the Statement, the Committee should state;

i. The current composition of the County Compassionate Assistance Committee and confirm
whether the committee is operational by supplying copies of minutes of meetings in the last
financial year;

ii. Provide details of all applicants and beneficiaries of the firm including the hospital involved
in the provision of health care service;

iii. The amount of allocated to each and disbursement from 2022 to date;

iv.The plan by the government, if any, to review and adjust the funding to facilitate more
budgetary allocation to assist the county in managing the significant rise in cases requiring
compassionate assistance within the county;

v. The strategies that the government has implemented to enable county public referral hospital
to benefit more from the fund.

Thank you.
Hon. Member tabled the Statement

Disclaimer: This Electronic Version of the Official Hansard Report is for informational purposes only. A certified
copy can be obtained from the Hansard Editor. Page 16



COUNTY ASSEMBLY DEBATES THIRD ASSEMBLY SECOND SESSION SEPTEMBER 21 AFTERNOON, 2023

Hon. Deputy Speaker (Hon. L. Rotich): I commit the task to the Committee on Administration,
Legal Affairs and Citizen Engagement and to report to the Assembly within 21 days.
ADJOURNMENT
Hon. Deputy Speaker (Hon. L. Rotich): There being no other business, the Assembly stands
adjourned to Tuesday, 26" September 2023 at 2:30 p.m.
The Assembly rose at 3:50 p.m
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